


college on earth  will take you 
further than Buena Vista University. 
We embrace your talents and  
amplify your strengths. We take 
you from imagining to doing. 
From merely learning to thriving.  
From dreaming about your future 
to a career that is meant for you.

Strike your path here, a road that’s 
awe-inspiring on the outside, life- 
changing on the inside.

N O  O T H E R



The anchor of a BVU education is our 
faculty. As passionate as our professors 
are about their fields, they’re even more 
devoted to teaching. They’ll set high ex-
pectations and then support you all the 
way to reaching them, both in and out of 
the classroom through study groups or 
one-on-one mentoring, helping you prepare 
for tests or reviewing your papers. And 
if your curiosity takes you beyond the 
boundaries of our majors, they’ll work 
with you to develop one tailored  
to your goals. 

We value our faculty’s commitment to 
educating students like you, so much so 
that we give an annual award honoring 
excellence in teaching. When Dr. Brian 
Lenzmeier, a professor of biology, won 
the $30,000 stipend and sabbatical, he 
spent a year at the world-renowned 
Mayo Clinic researching cancer gene 
therapy — knowledge he brought back 
to the classroom. He also worked with 
Mayo to develop a summer internship 
program just for BVU students, putting 
them on the front lines in the search  
for a cancer cure.

Internships and other off-campus  
explorations let you to see how your 
studies may be applied in all kinds of 
careers, and BVU professors open  

many doors. Dr. Scott Anderson, a  
professor of marketing, for example,  
has relationships with 400 employers 
for business student internships. Digital 
media professor Jerry Johnson’s course 
“Storytelling with Walt Disney” takes 
business and media students behind the 
scenes at Disneyworld to show you how 
the magic is really made. In the past, 
students in this course have incorporated 
their newfound knowledge and experi-
ences in research presented at our annual 
Scholars Day, including “Discover Your 
Inner Disney: How to Apply Walt Disney’s 
Storytelling Strategies to Everyday Life.” 

And BVU professors will be your 
partners. Elementary education student 
Sloane Morrow wanted to teach in a 
place where she would work with  
underserved populations and, with the 
help of Drs. Julie Finnern and Dixee  
Bartholomew-Feis, landed a student 
teaching placement in India. When  
biology student Laura Page expressed a 
desire to conduct research in Antarctica, 
Dr. Melinda Coogan helped her find 
funding and then accompanied her, 
combining it with a trip to Cape Horn, 
Chile, with six other biology students. 
That’s the BVU faculty: willing to go to 
the ends of the Earth for you — literally.

student-faculty ratio

You have changed my life in every aspect and have inspired  
my growth 100 times over.”  —  brooke runneberg ,  class  of  2019

average class size

no.  of  teacher
assistants

no.  of  majors



We understand, you’re worried about  
attending a college with a private- 
school sticker price. But we strive to 
make sure every admitted student is  
able to attend. Everyone who applied 
for financial aid last year received  
assistance – an average of $34,000, in 
fact – and 75 percent of those awards 
were grants and scholarships, which 
means they don’t have to be repaid. 

And we won’t let financial concerns  
keep you from taking advantage of  
every opportunity at BVU. We provide 
stipends as well as travel and housing 
costs — to the tune of $550,000 annually  
on top of financial aid awards — for 
internships from Omaha to New York, 
Chicago to India. If you can dream it,  
we can make it happen.

three steps to financial aid:

1. apply and get accepted to bvu

2. submit a free application for 
     federal student aid (fafsa)

3. rejoice over your award letter

tuition (full-time)

$32,210  
for ‘16-’17

room and board

$9,304
total

$41,514

average total aid award

$34,000 

average total scholarships  
and grants

$25,300 

100% of students who 
applied received 
financial aid

•  Laundry
•  Cable TV
•  Tutoring  

•  Admission to live entertainment and sporting events
•  Outdoor recreation equipment
•  Strength and  conditioning coaching

•  Career advice
•  Medical care    	
   and counseling

free stuff

A single scholarship brought the cost of BVU below 
what it would have cost me to attend a state school.”
 —  jaelyn daggs-olsen ,  class  of  2017



We make that commitment because we 
believe so strongly in your hard work 
and determination and the unshakable 
professional preparation you’ll receive 
here. Through our Career and Person-
al Development programs, along with 
your relationships with faculty and your 
peers, your career goals will come into 
sharp focus during your time here. With 
expert help on résumés, cover letters, 
and interview skills, and introductions 
to our alumni network, you’ll be ready  
to meet the world. 

You want to be sure your BVU education is going  
to lead to a career. We’ll make you a promise, our  

We pledge you’ll have: 

• at least one solid internship experience
• a degree in four years or less
• a satisfying job or entry into grad  
   school within six months of graduation

of 2015 education graduates secured 
teaching or coaching positions for  
the next school year

My BVU education was able to land me an accounting job 
with a public CPA firm with a starting salary of $48,000.” 
—  michael  jacobson ,  class  of  2006  
    manager,  k iesl ing associates  llp
    emmetsburg,  ia

of 2015 graduates were employed 
or attending grad school within  
six months of graduation

bvu business  
students score 
in the top 

nationally on the multiple 
fields aptitude tests (mfat)  
in business

of graduates who apply are 
accepted to health-related 
professional schools



Our location on the shores of Storm Lake, with its spectacular sunsets and glimmering 
waters, is unbeatable for the quiet reflection and focus you’ll want for studying. But 
 the lake is also the center of activity: watersports, from walleye fishing to skiing;  
biking and jogging; ice hockey and cross-country skiing; and concerts.

t h e  t o w n  o f  s t o r m  l a k e  i s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  c a m p u s .  
You’ll find everything you need here, from coffee shops to pharmacies and grocery 
stores to boutiques and hair salons. And you can choose almost any kind of cuisine, 
from pad thai to pulled pork, burgers and BBQ to burritos.

Everywhere you go, you’ll see current Beavers, past Beavers and young Beaver fans. 
Residents are an integral part of the BVU family. Local Mike Rust will repair your  
softball glove, and you’ll also see him running the scoreboard at basketball games. 
Chris Rassmussen, owner of the Ford dealership in town, co-chaired the BVU  
scholarship drive. That’s why they say BVU is synonymous with Storm Lake.

I can concentrate on being a college student here – the studying 
and the fun! When I do travel to exciting places, which is a lot, it 
is always nice to come home to Storm Lake.”  
 —  ernesto garcia ,  class  of  2017



mexico

chicago

Where in the world do you want to go? 
We can make it happen. BVU has sent 
students to 41 states and all seven  
continents, thanks to a robust fund  
earmarked just for travel and faculty 
who are eager to lead meaningful trips. 
Want to go to a conference in Chicago? 
A January interim journey to Chile 
through the Global Fellows Program?  
A spring break trip through Alternative 
Week of Offsite Learning (AWOL)? 

Other travel options include academic 
and club trips. Recently, the Marketing 
Club has visited the Arizona Diamond-
backs baseball organization, and the 
Concert Choir took first-place honors at 

a competition in Italy. If you’re interested  
in studying abroad for a semester or  
more, you’ll work with the study abroad  
coordinator to find the program that 
aligns with your academic and life goals.

Why do we put so many resources into 
these experiences beyond campus?  
Because travel will deepen what you’ve 
learned here, and when you come home  
to Storm Lake, you’ll bring back the  
lessons and perspectives from other  
cultures that will continue to shape  
you wherever you go.

australia

minneapolis

mexico

paris

of bvu students  
travel as part of their  
four-year experience 
 

My favorite thing about BVU is that even though I had just 
joined the golf team and barely knew the team members, I felt 
comfortable going with them to Arizona for a week because  
we were all Beavers.” —  grady gallagher ,  class  of  2015



You’re going to live and breathe college 
for the next four years, so it’s important 
that you balance studying with friends, 
fun, and community. No matter your 
interest, you’ll find a club or activity 
that suits you.

BVU students are involved in an array 
of activities. You can help plan concerts 
and events (the Johnny Holmes Band 
performs often) or participate in a club 
and organizations, present a paper at a 
psychology conference, maybe, or run 
for Student Senate.

The outdoors your thing? Lead canoeing 
and back-country camping trips through 
the Adventure Leadership Program 
Scholars and Outdoor Adventure Program. 
Or just take a boat out on Storm Lake – 
we have them for the asking.

If you’re into the arts, try out for a role 
in the fall play or volunteer on the tech 
side. Cast bronze, weld, grind, throw 

ceramics, paint with wax or sculpt, and 
then sell your work at the end of the 
semester. Student bands — from Jazz 
Band to the Liberty Hall Collective – 
abound. You could even end up performing 
at Carnegie Hall (as the Choir will do 
in 2017).

Service is an important element of a  
BVU education. Last year, our students 
put in more than 50,000 hours volunteer-
ing to better the lives of those less fortu-
nate. You can get involved, too, planning 
a spring break service-learning trip or 
packing meals for hungry families right 
here in Storm Lake.

Being involved will bring you satisfac-
tion beyond success in the classroom— 
a well-rounded education bolstered  
by friendships, leadership opportunities, 
and skills that are valued in the  
work world.

clubs on campus
The outdoor rec here is awesome. We have a lake. We have  
paddle boards, bikes… You don’t have to bring your equipment. 
They have equipment here, and it’s nice!”  
—  callie  hoffman ,  class  of  2016

students involved in at least  
one campus organization

out of



Playing a sport at BVU will give you an instant campus community. No wonder two-
thirds of our students are involved in athletics. You’ll bond with your teammates on  
the field and on road trips near and far. (Beavers baseball travels to Arizona, wrestling 
to Virginia; the women’s basketball team has even gone to Australia.) You’ll build life-
long friendships, not to mention résumé-worthy skills like being a team player, time 
management and ethical competition. Just ask Dr. Lisa Shepherd (1998), a four-time 
academic All-American and local physician, and Neil Marshall (2016), an accounting 
major who was All-American in baseball.

men’s  sports

Baseball 
Basketball 
Cross Country 
Football 
Golf 
Soccer 
Tennis
Track & Field  
Wrestling 

women’s  sports

Basketball 
Cross Country 
Golf 
Soccer 
Softball 
Tennis 
Track & Field 
Volleyball

Even if you’re not an athlete,  
you can work with a strength and 
conditioning coach. With iPads in 
the weight room, students log in to 
their automated individual work-
out. Join Beaver Nation and cheer 
on your favorite players – your 
friends and classmates – from the 
stands or the skybox. 

The coaches want nothing more than to see us thrive, on and 
off the court, and are willing to do whatever it takes to help us 
achieve our goals.” —  maddie  bardole ,  class  of  2017



The best way to know for sure that BVU is right for you is to come and see for yourself. 

We’ll tailor a visit just for you, depending on what you want to learn. Talk with students 
and professors. Attend a class. Meet a coach. Participate in a fine arts or outdoor recreation 
activity. We can also arrange tours of Storm Lake. After you’ve met us, we’re sure you’ll say, 
“I belong here.”

Applying is easy: There’s no essay and no application fee. And we accept students on a  
rolling basis. You’ll know if you’re in as soon as you complete your file.

Be sure to bring your flip-flops when you come to campus — no matter what time of year. 
Our underground Forum houses campus dining and a coffee shop, the bookstore, mail  
center, tech center, library, and classrooms, and it’s connected to two residence halls.  
No need to step outside!

of our domestic students come 
from states outside of iowa

namely nebraska, minnesota, 
missouri, colorado and illinois

founded in

1891
student body

800
average a.c.t.

22.4

number of states  
represented

17
average g.p.a.

3.4

in class 
of 2020

As soon as I saw the residence halls  and the rest of campus,  
I knew right away I wanted to go to BVU. This was the first small  
school that I had visited that truly wasn’t missing a thing.” 
—  manda clark ,  class  of  2016

20%



6 1 0  w e s t  4 t h  s t r e e t
storm lake,  ia 50588
admissions @ bvu.edu

800.383.9600


